KNOW YOUR
TERMINOLOGY

Hurricane Watch: An announcement of
possible hurricane conditions for a particular
area within 36 hours.

Hurricane Warning: An advisory that a
hurricane is expected to strike a specified
area within 24 hours or less.

Hurricane Season runs from

June 1 to November 30.

SAFFIR-SIMPSON HURRICANE SCALE

CATEGORY 1 74-95 mph

Very dangerous winds will produce some damage: Well-constructed frame homes could
have damage to roof, shingles, vinyl siding and gutters. Large branches of trees will snap
and shallowly rooted trees may be toppled. Extensive damage to power lines and poles
likely will result in power outages that could last a few to several days.

CATEGORY 2 96-110 mph ‘

Extremely dangerous winds will cause extensive damage: Well-constructed frame
homes could sustain major roof and siding damage. Many shallowly rooted trees will be
snapped or uprooted and block numerous roads. Near-total power loss is expected with
outages that could last from several days to weeks.

CATEGORY 3 111-129 mph (major)

Devastating damage will occur: Well-built framed homes may incur major damage or
removal of roof decking and gable ends. Many trees will be snapped or uprooted,
blocking numerous roads. Electricity and water will be unavailable for several days to
weeks after the storm passes.

CATEGORY 4 130-156 mph (major)

Catastrophic damage will occur: Well-built framed homes can sustain severe damage
with loss of most of the roof structure and/or some exterior walls. Most trees will be
snapped or uprooted and power poles downed. Fallen trees and power poles will
isolate residential areas. Power outages will last weeks to possibly months. Most of the
area will be uninhabitable for weeks or months.

CATEGORY 5 157 mph or higher (major)

Catastrophic damage will occur: A high percentage of framed homes will be destroyed,
with total roof failure and wall collapse. Fallen trees and power poles will isolate
residential areas. Power outages will last for weeks to possibly months. Most of the area
will be uninhabitable for weeks or months.

BEMC is a not-for-profit, member-owned electric utility serving more than 86,000
locations across Brunswick, Columbus, and parts of Robeson and Bladen counties in
southeastern North Carolina.
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